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SERMON 
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Housx, EsSEx-STREET, in the STRAND, 
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By THEOPHILUS LINDSEY, M. A. 


TO WHICH 1S ADDED, 


A Summary Account of the Reroxmer Liturcy, 
on the Plan of the late Dr. SamueL CLARKE, 
made Uſe of in the ſaid Chapel. 

The true unity of Chriſtians conſiſts not in unity of 
opinion in the bond of ignorance, or unity of practice 
in the bond of hypocri/y, but in the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. 

Dr. CLARKE's Sermons, Vol. III. p. 316. 
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l 
THE 


PRAYER before the Srxmon.* 


NTO thee do we liſt up our eyes, O thou 
that dwelleſt in the Heavens ! 

O Lord, the great and glorious God, who 
haſt made all things, and ſuſtaineſt and ordereſt 
all things by thy wiſe and good providence ; 
who giveſt wiſdom to all that aſk it of thee ; 
to whom alone we look up for a bleſſing, and 
ſucceſs on all that we take in hand. 

We beſeech thee to look down upon us thy 
creatures and ſervants, who have here aſſembled 
ourſelves together as the diſciples of thy ſon 
Jeſus Chriſt, to edify one another in thy holy 
word; and to render unto thee, O thou moſt 
high, that ſupreme worſhip, reverence, and 
praiſe, which are only due unto thee : For thou 
art God aloye ; and befide thee there is no other. 

May we be found among thy true worſhippers; 
ſuch as thou ſeekeft to worſhip thee ; and make 
us ever mindful of that pure and undefiled Reli- 
gon before thee our God and Father, which 
thou haſt told us, conſiſteth in acts of mercy 
and kindneſs, and in keeping ourſelves unſpotted 


rom the world. 


* The prayers before and after the ſermon were by no 
means intended to have been made public ; but are printed at 
the requeſt of ſome of the hearers. 
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Increaſe the number of thy faithful Mini. 
ſters, whoſe honourable employ it is to bring 
men to know thee, and the way to eternal life. 

Particularly aſſiſt thine unworthy ſervant, 
whom by a ſingular providence thou haſt called 
to be a teacher of thy holy goſpel in this 
place. May he tate heed unto himſelf, and his 
doctrine; ſtuuying to ſhew himſelf approved f 
thee, and furniſhed to every good work. En- 
lighten him more and more with the know- 
ledge of thy truth ; and enable him to ſpeak it 
with all bolnefs, t that he may not ſhun to de- 
clare the whole counſel of God to others, as he 
ſhall learn it himfelf. 

Give ſucceſs to his labours, that he may nale 


prog of his miniſtry; and ſave himſelf and 
11 that Js him ! that fome may be often 


ed away from the too eager uit of a 
vain world that profiteth not; if any live in 
wilful ſin, diſhoneſty, or vicious practice, that 
they may repent and be converted; and that we 
all may become more acquainted with thee and 
our duty, and better fitted to act our part in this 
trying uncertain world, with integrity, pa- 
tience and fortitude: and that thus doing thy 
will on earth, and being found faithfal in our 
ſeveral Nations, we may, in the end, have our 
place in that kingdom of lory and happineſs 
to which thou haſt calted us by Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, 
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EPHESIANS. iv. 3. 


Endeavouring fo keep the unity of the Spirit i in 
f the bond of peace. 
A D the benevolent doctrine of the goſ- 
Hs Com the fruits that might — 
en in the lives of its Profeſſors, 
they e e been as remarkable for their 
— to eachother as they have been too often 
for the contrary diſpoſition; and what was 
ſaid of the firſt diſciples of Jeſus, would have 
been verified of * ſucceſſors to the end of 
time; Lo, how theſe Cbriſtians love one another! 
Love to all, even to enemies the moſt cruel 
and injurious, is bound upon us by that moſt 
engaging motive; That we may be the children 
75 our Father which is in heaven : for he maketh 
un ito riſe on the evil and on the good, and 
105 rain on 24 ju and on the unjuſt. Matth. 


"Mach more then are we to love thoſe, who 
are kindly diſpoſed towards us ; our brethren, 
and fellow diſciples of the ame Saviour; be 
their religious 1 ever ſo different from 
our own. For thereby they do us no injury: 
and if in error the moſt blind and wilful, they 
are not accountable to us for it, and they only 
will ſuffer by continuing in it. 

It was by this agreement in charity, and not 
ſo much in religious opinions, that our Lord 

A 3 was 


1 (© 
was defirous his followers ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other men ; where he ſays, 
John x11. 35. By this ſhall all men know that 
ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 
His apoſtles, and firſt diſciples, kept their 
Maſter's words in remembrance, diligently ob- 
ſerved them, and taught them to others, 
Charity, pane: and union amongſt Believers, 
is the pleaſing theme they are continually 
dwelling upon ; the burden of all their Wri- 
tings. The exhortation of St. Paul before us, 
relates primarily and more immediately to the 
Epheſian Converts to whom he addreſfes it. 
But it is no leſs ſuited to all others, who in 
their reſpective circumſtances are to endeavour 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 0 

The uni the Spirit, as appeareth from 
the N Mon tha kindneſs — harmony 
amongſt Chriſtians, their juſt deference for 
each other, and regard for the common good, 
at that time, ben Believers were very generally 
favoured with extraordinary gifts of the boh 
Spirit, And fince thoſe miraculous powers 
have been withdrawn, which happened ve 
ſoon, the unity of the Spirit, is the kind at- 
fection, good order, and attention to mutual 
edification, which ought to ſubſiſt among thoſe 
who profeſs the doctrine of Chriſt, ui was 
dictated by the ſame holy Spirit of God : Some- 
thing above the pureſt friendſhips of this world, 
as much as the motives, views and excellence 
of the goſpel, ſurpaſſed the wiſdom of man: 
: : 2 


(5311 
an endeavour to make all thoſe wiſe and vir- 
tuous with whom we are connected, and 
thereby to qualify ourſelves with them, for per- 
fect and durable felicity. 8 

We ſhall be able to learn niore particularl 
the nature of this unity of the Spirit, to whic 
our apoſtle exhorts, b attending to the way 
in which it is to be preſerved ; namely, in the 
bond of peaes. i 25 

It is a maxim of undoubted truth, that in 
their religious capacity, mankind are ſubject 
only to the authority of God, and of their own 
conſeiences. Another may ſuggeſt arguments 
and motives to prevail upon us to relinquiſh 
ſentiments that he ſees to be erronedus and 
dangerous ; and to embface his own. And to 
do this is oftentimes a duty for ſome perſons ; 
and a part of chriſtian charity in all. But 
there the matter is to reſt. The ſucceſs of 
ſuch charitable endeavours 1s to be left to the 
force of perſuaſion; and no other force is to 
be uſed. To act otherwiſe, and to compell to 
an outward: religious profeſſion, when there is 
no-inward approbation and willingneſs, 1s to 
violate the moſt ſacred rights of conſcience, ' 
and break that bond of peace, by which alone, 
rational beings, of capacities and attainments 
infinitely diverſified, and independent of each 

other in religious matters, can live in uni 
together. A fpirit of dominion however, an 
tyranny over conſcience, ſoon began to diſco- 
ver itſelf among Chriſtians ; and ſtill conti- 
A 4 nues 
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nues to Held the 7 phe art of them in all 
countries, under the u 4 ject ſlavery. The 
evil might have been eee if he? apoſtles 
argument for chriſtan unity, immedliately fol- 
lowing the words of the text, had been at- 
tended to and regarded. There is one boch 
(lays he) and one ſpirit, even at ye are called! 4 
one hope of your calling: One Lord, one faith, 
one baptiſm, one God and Father. of A, ul 
zs above all, and throiigh all, and in you al. 
Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6. i. e. All Chriſtians are equal 
and upon a level in' the things that concern 
their ſalvation. No one is to dictate with 
authority to another. For they are all On- 
body, as it were; conſiſting indeed of 'divers 
members ; ; ſome more "uſeful, and therefore 
more honourable than others: but no one 
head, or Lord of another: all under the di- 
rection of One Spirit, one rule of faith, and one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the author of that faith, 
and diſpenſer of that ſpirit and power of God, 
and head of his body, the church; himſelf ſub- 
ordinate to, and receiving all his powers 'from 
the One God and Father of all. 

For any man therefcre to put his own ſenſe 
upon the words of Chriſt and of the holy 
Spirit, and require others to accept that ſenſe 
on and ſubſcribe” to the truth of it; is to ſet 

is ſpirit and wiſdom againſt the holy ſpirit 
and wiſdom of God, and to uſurp tie province 


of Chriſt, the' ſole law-giver and head of his 
church, We may give out explanations and 
illuſtrations of the holy ſcriptures ; and re- 

commend 
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commend them to others: but we are mot to 
require or e them to be embraced by 
others but as they fhall be found by them to be 
agreeable to that holy ſeri ,” whoſe true 
meaning we endeavour to po 


int out. 

In the word of God, as in his'works, there 
are treaſures of wiſdom ftill unexplored, We 
are commanded to ſearch for vbiſdam.— Prov. 
(2 Peter i. 5.) to add &nowlege'to all the other 
chriſtian virtues ; and by no means to lock up 
our * mind and reaſonable powers at any time, 
and ſhut out further information and im- 
provement. Neither may numbers of Chriſ- 
tians in ſociety tye themſelves up againſt re- 
ceiving additional light and knowlege, by 
framing articles of faith, from which they are 
never to recede. Much leſs are churches or 
ſocieties of Chriſtians in one age to fetter and 
confine all future generations of men and ſo- 
cieties of Chriſtians, from ſeeing farther into 


* << Studious and inquiſitive men, commonly at ſuch an 
* age, at forty or fifty at the utmoſt, have fixed and ſettled 
their judgments in moſt points, and, as it were, made their 
* laſt under ſtandings; ſuppoſing that they have thought, or 
read, or heard, what can be ſaid on all ſides of things; 
* and after this, they grow poſitive and impatient of contra- 
* dition, thinking it a diſparagement to them to alter their 
judgment. But our deceaſed friend was fo wiſe, as to be 
* willing to learn to the laſt; knowing that no man can 
* grow wiſer without ſome change of his mind, without 
gaining ſome knowledge which he had not, or correcting 
* ſome error that he had before.” 
Tillotſon's ſermon at the funeral of Dr. 1YLichcote. 

It is hard to ſay, whether this ſentiment doth more honour to 
Dr. I/hichcote, ot to the wiſe and humble Archbiſhop, who 
reports it with ſo much ſatisfaction. |, 

| the 
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the intent of God's word, and interpreting it 
differently from themſelves : a conduct this, 
as common among private Chriſtians, and 
churches, in all ages, as it is tyrannical and 
reproachful. As the ſervants of God, and 
diſciples of Chriſt, we can only ſubmit to the 
authority of Chriſt in his his written word; 
and in the ſenſe we ourſelves put upon it, and 
not that of another. j Be 
4 


But it has been the doctrine of too many, 
in all periods of the Chriſtian church, that 
peace and unity are not to be attained, unleſs 
-you bring all Chriſtians to be of one opinion in 
religion. tort 04 EM 

Uniformity of opinion is of ſpecious ſound, 
and very impoſing on weak minds, who look 
no farther than the ſurface of things. But 
Almighty God could never make that the only 
way to peace and unity, which is in itſelf im- 
practicable and impoſſible to ſuch creatures as 
we are: and the very appearance of which 
cannot be kept up without the loſs of what 1s 
infinitely more valuable, of virtue and inte- 
grity ; without tempting many to make no uſe 
at at all of their underſtandings, or to diſſem- 
ble their better knowledge. For our opini- 
ons are not in our own power. They depend 
upon the light and evidence with which truth 
is preſented to our minds. And this ap- 
pears ſo differently to different men, through 
the diverſity of their prejudices, natural abi- 


lities, and means of improvement; that it 
| cannot 
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cannot be but we muſt differ widely in our 
judgments concerning many things, on a ſub- 
ect of ſuch compaſs and variety, as that of 
revealed religion. And you may as well re- 
quire all mankind to be of the ſame ſize and 
complexion, as of the ſame ſentiment in all 
thoſe reſpects, which you perhaps ſhall think 
important. For the one is as little in their 
power, and as unlikely to be attained as the 
other. | 
6 III. | 
When other arguments have failed, holy 
ſcripture has been preſſed into the, hard ſer- 
vice of enſlaving mankind to one ſyſtem of 
religious opinions : though ſuch ſyſtem often- 
mes far from agreeing with holy ſcripture ; 
Wh oft in direct oppoſition to it. | 
Thus becauſe St. Paul exhorts 2 Cor. xii. 
. % Se of one mind: and in another place, 
Cor. i. 10. I beſeech you, brethren, by the 
5 Lane of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
nne thing, and that there be no divifions among 
s Wy"; but that ye be perfectiy joined together in 
be. ſame mind, and the ſame judgment. Hence 
> W't is inferred, that there ought to be no dif- 
- Wfrrence in opinion amongſt Chriſtians : but 
chat they ought to be all of he ſame mind, 
4 and che /ame judgment; at leaſt in 1 
hints of faith, as they are uſually diſtinguiſhed. 
We ſhall in vain ſearch the New Teſtament 
for fundamental points of faith, one only ex- 
cepted, the belief of which is indeed neceſſa 
for every Chriſtian ; namely, that Jeſus is the 
Chrift, 
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Chrift, the ſon of God. Without this no one 
can be a Chriſtian. And he that fincerely 
believes this, will believe and do every thing 
elſe, that Jeſus taught and commanded. Our 
Saviour and his , tell us not any thing 
of that long catalogue of other neceſſary ar. 
ticles of faith, commonly inſiſted on. Theſe 
are generally, either miſapplications of holy 
ſcripture ill underſtood; or obſcure, uncer- 
tain deductions from it, about which good 
men may well hold different ſentiments. 80 
that it might weaken the divine authority and 
inſpiration of the apoſtle, to ſuppoſe him re- 
quiring men to be of one mind and judgment 
in points of ſo much doubtfulneſs and obſcu- 
rity. But the caſe is far different. St. Paul, 
in this place, did very properly require of the 
Corinthian Chriſtians, a ſtrict obedience to 
thoſe directions for their religious conduct, 
which he had clearly and ſufficiently made 
known to them, and to be of one mind and 
judgment in thoſe matters. Submitting to the 
authority of the apoſtle, was ſubmitting to 
the authority of God himſelf, from whom 
he received it. But this can be no rule for 
other men, who have no authority to demand 

an implicit ſubmiſſion to their decrees. 
It will moreover be found, that in theft 
and the like warm exhortations to unanimit), 
the view of the apoſtle was to prevent un— 
neceſſary diſputes, and the ſpirit of faction 
amongſt the brethren, and not to enforce * 
exact uniformity of religious opinion 2 
| practice, 
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e practice. For, at other times, he allows a 
) WY jatitude and variety. Thus, Rom. xiv. be can- 
5 didly admits and allows the ſeruples of ſome 
r jewiſn Believers, in continuing to obſerve 
> Wl their new moons and ſabbaths; and in for- 
„bearing to eat animal food at public en- 
e tertainments, leſt they ſhould taſte ſuch things 
Y vere forbidden by the law of Moſes, which 
1 they ſtill held obligatory to themſelves. 
IV. ; 
Since then an uniformity of opinion in the 
things of religion is not to be attained, nor is 
8 required of us; it follows, that God never 
4 deſigned that Chriſtians ſhould be all of one 
| ſentiment, or formed into one great church, 
% as we ſſ : but that there ſhould be different 
"MW {ts of Chriſtians, and _ bs. guy 
This, I fay, plainly a "3 "BR e ap- 
p pointment of God, . — many have = 
led away to think and act as if it were not fo. 


" After our Lord's apoſtles were dead, the di- 
eine inſtructions which they left in writing 
would be thought to admit of various inter- 
pretations; and different judgments and con- 
nal cluſions from them would be formed concern- 


ing many points both of doctrine and diſci- 
pline; of the manner of conducting divine 
„ orſhip, of adminiſtring baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper, and the like. Some would be 
content with what was more plain and ſimple; 
and keep as near as poſſible to the language, 
rule, and example of Chriſt, and his apoſtles. 
Others would ſpeculate farther, and mix * 
2 O 
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of their own wiſdom withthatof the goſpel: with 
no ill deſign at firſt, but thinking that ſuch 
additions and enlargements tended to edifica- 
tion ; yet thus making a bad precedent for 
after-times. And in this ſort, different ſects, 
and churches, or worſhipping ſocieties of Chriſ- 
tians would be formed: all profeſſing to fol- 
low the ſame rule of holy ſcripture; but fol- 
lowing it in different ways according to their 
own 3 Each would poſſeſs a 
right of adhering to their own ſentiments, 
and method of worſhipping God, without 
controul, ſo long as they did not diſturb the 
public peace. And in the midſt of theſe dif- 
ferences and varieties, the unity of the ſpirit 
was ſtill to be kept in the bond of peace ; by a 
brotherly affection, and friendly correſpon- 
dence one with another, 9580 
V. 5 

While this friendly benevolent temper is 
cultivated towards each other, the different 


ſects and churches arhongſt Chriſtians, far 


from being a hurt or diſcredit to religion, 
are an honour and of ſingular ſervice to it, 
For thus a ſpirit of enquiry into the grounds 
of their common faith and diſſent from each 
other, 1s excited and kept alive. They are 


prevented from ſinking into a criminal indo- 


ence and indifference in a matter of ſuch high 

importance as that of religion ; and from the 

two bad extremes of rejecting or abs. 

it, without due examination. But like thoſe 

perſons, whom St. Luke fo highly W 
4 | 
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whether thoſe things are true; and 1 Pet. ili. 
15. are ready always to grove an anſwer to | 
man that aſketh them a reaſon of the hope 
that is in them. This rational ſatisfaction 
about the 1 of their religion and their 
duty, is what the bulk of mankind are capable 
of attaining no leſs than the phuloſopher.* And 

mt the 


There is an admirable paſſage in proof of this, in Mr. 
LOCKE's r of Chriſtianity as delivered in the 
ſriptures ; where this true philoſopher and chriſtian has ſhewn, 
that the uſe of reaſon in religion is not to be denied to any part of 
nankind ; and how far all are capable of it. The bulk of 
* mankind (faith that excellent perſon) have not leiſure 
* nor capacity for demonſtration ; nor can carry a train of 
« proofs; which in that way they muſt always depend upon 
for conviction, and cannot be required to aſſent till they 
* ſe the demonſtration. Wherever they ſtick, the teachers 
* are always put upon proof, and muſt clear the doubt by 
* a thread of coherent deductions from the firſt principle, 
* how long, or how intricate ſoever that be. And you may 
* as ſoon hope to have all the day-labourers and tradeſmen, 
* the ſpinſters and dairy-maids perfect mathematicians, as to 
have them perfect in Ethicks this way. Hearing plain 
* commands, is the ſure and only courſe to bring them to 
% obedience and practice. The greateſt part cannot know, 
and therefore they muſt believe. And I aſk, whether one 
* coming from heaven in the power of God, in full and 
* Clear eyidence and demonſtration of miracles, giving plain 
and direct rules of morality and obedience, be not likelier 
* to enlighten the bulk of mankind, and ſet them right in 
* their duties, and bring them to do them, than by reaſon- 
ing with them from general notions, and principles of hu- 
man reaſon? And were all the duties of life clearly demon- 
** ſtrated; yet I conclude, when well conſidered, that method of 
teaching men their duties, would be thought proper only 


' ings, and were uſed to abſtract reaſonipgs, But the in- 
ES ens | ſtruction 


Ats XVIL. 11. they ſearch the ſeriptures daily, 


* for a few, who had much leiſure, improved underſtand- 


* 
= . — 


RE... _ 


— 2 


* 
- CY U U U ’ Cad A Als 2 COOPER, — — 332 


ment to it. 


< they delivered no precepts but ſuch, as though reaſon d 
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with his holy profeſſion, is the brighteſt orna- 


In the firſt ages alſo of our faith, and long 
time afterwards, before printing was diſco. 
Hurches into 


vered, thoſe numerous ſects and ct 
which Chriſtians were divided, were, under 
divine providence, inſtrumental in preſerving 
the bah fcriptures pure and unadulterated. 


<« ſtruction of the people were beſt ſtill to be left to the precepts 
< and principles of the goſpel. The healing of the ſick, the fe- 
<« ſtoring of fight to the blind by a word, the raiſing, and 
5 being raiſed from the dead, are matters of fact, which 
« they can without difficulty conceive ; and that he who 
« does ſuch things, muſt do them by the aſſiſtance of a di- 
% vine power. Theſe things lye level to the ordinarieſt ap- 
6c fion. He that can diſtinguiſh between ſick and well, 
* lame and ſound, dead and alive, is capable of this doc- 
4 trine. To one who is once perſuaded that Jeſus Chil 
* was ſent by God to be a king, and a Saviour of thok 
<. who do believe in him; all his commands become prin- 
<< ciples ; There needs no other proof for the truth of what 
< he ſays, but that he faid it, And then there needs no 
e more but to read the inſpired books, to be inſtructed : Al 
the duties of morality lye there clear, and plain, and ealy 
© to be underſtood, And here I appeal, whether this be 
4 not the ſureſt, the ſafeſt, and moſt effectual way of teacl- 
C ing: Eſpecially if we add this farther conſideration; that 
% as it ſuits the low capacities f reaſonable creatures, 1 
c reaches and ſatisfies, nay, enlightens the higheſt. And tis 
«© moſt elevated underſtandings cannot but ſubmit to the au 
4 thority of this doctrine as divine; which coming from tit 
4 mouths of a company of illiterate men, hath not only ths 
<< atteſtation of miracles, but reaſon to confirm it; {inc 


ce itſelf had not clearly made out; yet it could not but aſk! 
<« to when thus diſcovered ; and think itſelf indebted for tht 
% diſcavery.” Locke's Reafonablenefs of Chriſtianity, de 
p. 279, 280, 281. | | The 
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e Their zeal for their reſpective opinions would 
prompt them to multiply copies of thoſe ſa- 
cred books ; and would alſo lead them to keep 
ga watchful eye, and be a check on each other, 
0- WM that they did not falſify or corrupt them, in 
to favour of their particular ſyſtems. 
er In proceſs of time indeed, one great, pre- 
vWF tended, catholic church, did attempt to ſwal- 
d. WW up and deſtroy all the reſt, and force all 
Chriſtians to be of one mind ; and for many 
long ages nearly ſucceeded in her attempt. 
The groſſeſt darkneſs, ignorance and 1dolatry, 
ich accompanied with the moſt enormous wicked- 
z. nels, were the natural Ther git of ſuch a 
. confrained dead uniformity, of debarring men 
«WF from the uſe of their underſtandings in the 
"Wl things of God. And, had not thoſe days been 
oe WM ſhortened, goſpel light and truth muſt have 
in. periſhed out of the world. 
In later times, great benefits have been de- 
red to true religion, from thoſe who have 
refuſed to ſubmit to the impoſitions of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical authority in matters of faith; 
and who, on that principle, have had the vir- 
tue and courage to depart from the eſtabliſhed 
forms in their ſeveral countries, to worſhi 
God in the way they believed moſt acceptable 
to him. Their conduct has led many to think 
favourably of and enquire into the reality and 
importance of the evidences for chriſtianity; 
and their noble pleas for themſelves and for 
the liberty of worſhipping God according to 
their conſciences, have opened the eyes of not a 
few 


(87 

few to ſee the neceſſity of allowing to others 
what each claimed for themſelves. And until 
the ſeveral public eſtabliſhments of religion 
ſhall be more fimplified ; he only true God, 
be Father, acknowledged and worſhipped ac- 
cording to the teaching of the holy ſcriptures, 
and all authority over conſcience diſowned ; it 
muſt be of infinite ſervice to piety, integrity, 
and the goſpel, that the numbers of Difſen- 
ters from ſuch eſtabliſhments ſliould remain and 
increaſe. * 

I 


Nor can it with truth be ſaid, though it 
often hath been ſaid, that different ſects of re- 
ligion in a country, have a tendency to diſturb 


the public peace and quiet. On the contrary, 


as far as they conduce to make men better 
Chriſtians, which 5 do in a great degree, 
they contribute to make them more uſeful and 
peaceable members of ſociety. 

But it muſt not be diſſembled, for it cannot 
be diſowned, that the diſputes and contentions 
of Chriſtians with each other, have been the 
ſource of the moſt laſting animoſities, and 
cauſed great miſeries and diſturbances in the 


| world. 


But let not the mild and gentle doctrine of 
the goſpel be therefore ſlandered, and charged 
with theſe evils; which breathes no other ſpirit 


but that of kindneſs and benevolence, and re- 


quires it of all who come under its diſcipline. 
Let thoſe rather bear the blame, the civil powers, 
the princes and ſtates of this world, who have 

| given 
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riven life and importance to theſe diſputes, 
that would otherwiſe have died away of them- 
ſelves, b interfering with them : who inſtead 
of fording protection to all the parties, have 
lent their aid to one to moleſt and deſtroy the 
other: who for ends of ambition and lawleſs 
power, have courted the moſt numerous and 
powerful ſects in their reſpective countries, 
pouring in wealth, and honours, and authority 
upon : In whilſt they have RENT deprived 
the inferior number of fortunes, and life, and 
liberty more precious than life. Can it be 
wondered, that ſuch oppreſſion has made men 
mad? that ſuch partial, iniquitous proceedings 
have kindled wars and tumults, and ſet the 
world in a flame ? Let but the civil govern- 
ors, the princes and kings of the earth, act 
the ſame part over again, and make themſelves 
parties to all the religious diſputes of their ſub- 
jects, throwing the weight of their authority 
and favour into the ſcale of one fide to the 
deprefſion of the other, and the ſame wild 
ſcenes in proportion would return and be re- 
newed. 

But wiſe experience has taught them a bet- 
ter leſſon. A happier ſtate of things we pre- 
ſage is advancing: when it ſhall no longer be 
the road to honours and great wealth for mini- 
ſters of religion to be vehement in contending. 
for opinions doubtful in themſelves and of little 
uſe or importance, ſave that they have once 
been eſtabliſhed : But the honour and re- 
ward will be to thoſe who have moſt laboured 

B 2 to 
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to make themſelves and others wiſe and good: 
| When the civil magiſtrate ſhall no more ſay to 
[ thoſe who have a juſt claim to his protection 


and favour z You ſhall not enjoy the privileges 
and benefits of good ſubjects, unleſs you worſhip 
God as I do; or as my Prieſt directs you to db. 
„ But all ſhall enjoy alike protection from the 
{tate, who give alike ſecurity for their obe- 
dience to it. 

To the honour of our gracious Sovereign 
and the government under which we have the 
happineſs to live; let it be obſerved, that al. 
though not a few amongſt us, lye undeſerv- 
edly under the terror of ſevere *, unjuſt, pe- 
nal laws, made in bad and dark times. vet 
theſe laws ſleep: they are never put in ex- 
ecution: they are almoſt univerſally reproba- 
ted and condemned. The growing enlightened WI 
ſpirit of the nation; the ſpirit of the times, 
and the wiſdom, juſtice, and candour of the 
Britiſh legiſlature, are a pledge to us, that 
ſuch laws whoſe edge is turned only againſt Wi © 


* « Bygand1o W. III. c. 32. If any perſon educated t 
„in, or having made profeſiion of the chriſtian religion, 
& ſhall be convicted in any of the courts of Weſtminſter, or t 
<« at the aſſizes, of denying any one of the perſons of the H ſe 
« Trinity to be God, &c. he hall for the fir/? offence, te h. 
« judged incapable of any office; and for the ſecend offence, b 
4 ſhall be- diſabled to ſue any action, or to be guardian, 
e executor, or adminiſtrator, or to take any legacy or dec d 
4e gift, or to bear any office, civil or military, or bene ſice of 
« eccleſiaſtical, for ever, and alſo ſhall ſuffer impritonment lc 


&« for three years.“ 
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©: 7 f Ut gel. 7 Hoes « HH, "OP , FLY + 4 £ 
1 p 4 p LL. = F'4 7 A? / 


C4 


21 ] 
the moſt conſcientious men, ſhall e'er long 
be repealed. 

In the mean while, if the above reaſoning 
be ſolid and convincing, it may yield us a 
fall ſatisſaction, that thoſe who withdraw 
themſelves from the eſtabliſhed worthip of their 
country, to worſhip God in a way more a- 
greeable to his will, as they apprehend, are 
thus not only approving. themſelves to him 
whoſe favour 1s to be ſought above all things : 
but do alſo thereby demonſtrate themſelves 
good citizens and uſeful ſubjects of the ſtate, 
not inferior . to any others; whilſt they are 
ſtudious to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace; and live in perfect cha- 


benevolent offices with their brethren from 
whom they ſeparate on a religious account 
and principle of conſcience, 

, . VII. 

* But to draw towards a concluſion; and 
at i addreſs myſelf immediately to thoſe who are, 
t or ſhall be united in chriſtian ſociety with 
us 


Far will it be from my purpoſe ever to 
I treat of controverſial matters from this place, 
„though ſomething in vindication of our pre- 
ent conduct and right of aſſembling ourſelves 
bere together, was now judged proper to be laid 
an, before you. > ny 

| & The deſign of churches or congregations 
of Chriſtians, is to join together in the pub- 
lic worſhip of Almighty God, a duty of high- 
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eſt concernment ; and to promote each others 
ſalvation more effectually than could have 
been done by Individuals alone. And there. 
fore, though we are ſtill, as we can, to en- 
deavour . that all men may be ſaved, and come 
unto the knowlege of the truth : we are under 
an eſpecial obligation and nearer tye to thoſe 
with whom we are thus voluntarily united; 
to be helpful to each other in the concerns 
of a future world; to watch over one ano- 
ther, and to excite unto love and to good works ; 
that we may be the ſalt of the earth; lights of 
the world; and that our light may fo ſhine be- 


fore men that they may ſee our good works, and 


glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

This end, we have, my brethren, in com- 
mon with all chriſtian ſocieties; and this 1s 
the moſt important end of all, and princi- 
pally to be regarded. 5 

But added to this, there is another end pe- 


cular to us and reaſon of forming ourſelves 


into a ſeparate congregation, diſtinct from 
that of our national church; and this is, that 


we may be at liberty 7 worſhip * God _ 


Our Saviour Chriſt was the moſt conſtant and devout 
worſhipper of God ; his Father and our Father (Joh. xx. 17) 
his God and our God: Mark i. 25, John vi. 11, Luke x. 21, 
xxii. 41, in which laſt he uſes the humbleſt poſture of body 
- denote his profound reverence of the moſt high God, his 

ather, | 
When he was under his temptation, or preparatory trial, 
before his entrance on his public miniſtry ; he gave * fol- 
| owing 
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after the command and example of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt. So that if any alk what we 

are 
lowing anſwer to the Tempter; Thou halt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Matth. jv. 10. 

At another time, as he was praying in a certain place, when 
he ceaſed ; one of his diſciples jaid unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray—and he ſaid unto them; when ye pray, ſay ; Our Father, 
which art in heaven, Luke xi. 1, 2. Upon a requelt fo 
ſolemn and interſting as this of his apoſtles, who were to be 
the future inſtructors of mankind ; had there been any other 
object or objects of worſhip but the heavenly Father, our 
Lord would have told them of it diſtinctly and ſtated it with 
all exactneſs, as an omiſſion here muſt neceſſarily mifle:d 
them end their converts for ever. But quite filent concerning 
any other, he anſwers them by giving them a form or model 
of prayer, which is addreſſed to the Father, and to him elone. 
This therefore is a caſe, where the omiſſion of any other ob- 
jets of worſhip is an utter excluſion of them. 

Upon another occaſion, he deciares, who are the true 
worſhipers ; and who it is, they worſhiped ; namely GOD, 
THE FATHER, only. Believe me—the true worſhipers ſhall 
worſhip the Father in ſpir.t and truth: For the Father ſeeketh 
ſuch to month him. John iv. 23. | 

He never ſet himſelf up to be the true God, the Father; 
or to be worſhipped as God But, the ſon of the Father, and 
the meſſenger of Gad. 

The Plalmiſt fays, Pf. Ixv. 2. O thou that heare/? prayer, 
{or O hearer of prayer) unte thee ſhall all fleſh come! Is there 
any other that heareth prayer? or can hear it? Did the 
Lord Jeſus diſcover any other; or ſay that he himſelf was 
the Cod that heareth prayer! 

Our Lord's precept and example in this moſt important 
reſpect, ought ſurely to be regarded by his foilowers. I ſee 
not how it can be got over. How c:n I ere*t him into 
another met high God, and make him the object of reli- 
gious worſhip, when he himſelf moſt expreſsly commands 
me to pray to the Father only ; when he himſelf ſets me ths 
example of praying to the Father only ? 

The foxce of this reaſoning is not in the leaſt abated by 
the vbſervation, that wor/hip 8 pa.d to Chriſt in 


4 


are, or for what purpoſe we are joined toge- 
ther in a chriſtian ſociety; our anſwer is, 


with the apoſtle, ** we are a people, that wor- 
ſhip God in the ſpirit, and make our boaſt in 


I Chrift Jeſus. Philip. iii. 3. 


1 the holy ſcriptures; and alſo ordered to be paid to him, as 
1 Hebr. i. 6. Let all the angels of God worſhip him. But this is 
not ieligious worſhip, The attentive ſtudent of the ſacred 
writings well knows that worſhtp is a relative term, of different 


I ſignification according to the ſubject to which it is applied. 
| When aſcribed to Kings or perſons in authority (1 Chron. xxix. 
| 20.) it implies the honour due to their ſtation and character. 


When aſcribed to the Lord Jeſus, it is the honour due to him 
whom God hath exalted for his excellent virtue and obedience, 
and given him a name above every name. Philip ii. 9. and 
worſhip when aſcribed to God, is that higheſt reverence and 
honour, of which invocation by prayer 1s a principal part; 
which belongs to the Omnipreſent God alone, and is uncom- 
municated, if not utterly incommunicable to any other, 


THEW 


- 
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THE 
PRAYER after the SERMON. 


E have all reaſon to thank thee, O 

Lord our God, for that perfect rule 

and way of life and our duty, which thou haſt 
taught us by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; wherein 
thou haſt graciouſly conſulted our preſent peace 
and enjoyment, as thou haſt moſt munificently 
provided for our future happineſs. 

For nothing is there wanting, O thou kind 
Father of men, to turn this earth again into 
Paradiſe, and make us completely bleſſed, but 
to copy after that character of thyſelf which 
thou haſt ſet before us for our imitation, and 
obey the precepts of thy Son which lead us to it. 

For thou, who art in thine own nature, 
love and goodneſs abſolute ; haſt commanded 
us to love and to do good to all, that we ma 
be thy children, perfect, and reſembling thee in 
our degree, as thou, our Father in Heaven, art 
perfect. ' 

Thou commandeſt not hard things; or that 
are too high for us : but only to love one an- 
other with an affection ſteady, rational, manly, 
and virtuous ; and to be happy. 

Wretched, unworthy creatures are we; that 
will not comply with ſo eaſy a rule of fo kind 
8 mane. 

J Remove 
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Remove at laſt thoſe bars, which we have 
put to our own happineſs : that proud conceit 
and ignorance, which ſtamps ſuch undue value 
on ourſelves and our opinions, and would have 
all others bend to us; which leads us to place 
a vain merit in a faith which is nothing more 
than an eaſy credulity; and a religion, pre- 
tending to come from thee, yet void of charity, 

Preſerve us alſo from blind, intemperate 
zeal ; and the rage of dealing out raſh and 
uncharitable judgments concerning the future 
condition of others, who may differ in ſome 
things from us; leſt we be guilty of invading 
thy awful prerogative, to whom alone the heart 
of man nh whos. and who only haſt power 
to ſave and to deſtroy, ; | 

But implant in our hearts a temper of bene- 
volence and charity ; charity mild and gentle 
to all; which. thinketh no evil; which bear- 
eth all things; believeth all things ; hopeth all 
things: That this divine temper being rooted 
in us, and our whole character molded into it, 
we may not confine our good opinion and 
offices of kindneſs to thoſe of our own ſect and 
perſuaſion ; but may embrace all men with the 
moſt hearty approbation and good will, as 
equally thy children, dear to thee, with our- 
ſelves ; and equally in thy favour, whilſt ſeck- 
ing ſincerely to pleaſe thee; and may thus re- 
joice in them, and in all the good that they 
receive or do. 


In 
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In requiring this temper and diſpoſition to 
be in us, which is in thylalf, thou giveſt us a 
pleaſing idea and foretaſte of the happineſs which 
thou haſt reſerved for us beyond the grave ; 
and fitteſt and traineſt us up for the enjoyment 
of it ; when the happineſs of all will become 
our own, by our loving them and taking plea- 
ſure therein ; and will be as boundleſs as that 
univerſal community of rational and virtuous 
beings, with whoſe bliſsful ſtate and charac- 
ters we hope hereafter to become acquainted. 

This, O God, is that bleſſed ſtate to which 
we aſpire ; when charity ſhall have its perfect 
work for which thou didſt ſend us a divine 
teacher and Saviour, Jefus, to prepare and 
to bring us to it. For him we bleſs thee; and 
through him, according to thy appointment, 
we deſire to offer up unto thee all praiſe, ado- 
ration and thankſgiving, now and for ever, 
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A 


SUMMARY ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


REFORMED LITURGY 


Now uſed at the CHAPEL in EssEXR-Housr, 
Efſex-Street, Strand, London. 


HE N the deſign of a more ſcriptural 
form of worſhip was firſt propoſed to 
be put in practice, upon the plan of the late 
Dr. Samuel Clarke, ſome friends adviſed to 
print the liturgy of the church of England, 
with his emendations, and to make uſe of it, 
exactly as he had % it. The ſame has been 
ſince much recommended by others. And it 
were to have been wiſhed that this Reformed 
Liturgy might have come out quite ſheltered 
under the name of that great man, and call- 
ed intirely his. 

But it would have been an injury to his 
memory, to have propoſed that for a juſt 


model of public worſhip under his ſanction, 
| | which 
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which he was very far from intending to be 
| ſuch. | 
His * attention and care ſeem to 


have been employed in rectifying the great er- 
rors concerning the object of religious worſhip, 
which obtained in the national church, of 
which he was member, and one of its greateſt 
ornaments. In doing this, he nobly ventur- 
ed to follow the leading of holy ſcripture, 
however contrary to the received doctrines ; 
and blotted out or changed LP prayers and in- 
weations as were addreſſed to Chriſt, or the Boly 
ſpirit, and not to the One God, the Father. 

In his examination of the book of common 
prayer, as he paſſed along, he alſo noted and 
changed man yt: — ſentiments and expreſ- 
ſions, Which * oh oper or wrong. 

But it fell not 2 the purpoſe, to re- 
mark or cenſure ſuch vas top imperfections 
of that book, which had been pointed out 
before by others, and could hardly eſcape the 
obſervation of any one, whenever it ſhould 
come under a general review: I mean, the 

very frequent return of the Lord's prayer, 
and of the like requeſts in other prayers ; the 
repetition of two creeds, within a ſhort ſpace 
one after another; the confuſion * occaſioned 
by what were at firſt three diſtinct ſervices, 
and repeated at different hours, being thrown 


* The Morning Prayer was at firſt read at fix in the morn- 


ing: the Communion Service-at nine, or ſoon after ; and a 
little before that, the litany. 
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and additions have been made: 


1 30 ] 
all together, and blended into one * : From 
which 1t happens, that at the end of one 
part, we are diſmiſſed with a concluding 
Payer, and ſolemn bleſſing, and immediate- 
y after begin the circle of our devotions again : 


Faults theſe not of our ever honoured Re- 
formers; but of us, their leſs careful and in- 
dolent ſucceſſors. 
were of neceſſity 


Theſe blemiſhes therefore, 
to be removed. 

Some paſlages retained by Dr. Clarke, have 
been omitted *; and ſome farther alterations 
all which are 
ſubmitted to the judgment of the ſerious and 
diligent reader of holy ſcripture. In the de- 
votional part, wherever any change has been 


made, care has been taken not to loſe that 


ſimplicity of ſentiment, and eaſy flow of pi- 


ous and natural eloquence, for which many 


parts of our antient liturgy are juſtly ad- 


mired. 


The occaſional prayers and thankſgivings 


have been for the preſent omitted. * 


it may not be amiſs always to reſerve to the 
officiating Miniſter the liberty of introdu- 
cing ſuitable prayers of his own compoſing 


on ſuch emergencies as can with difficulty be 
provided for beforehand. 


The obſervation of Chritmas day, Good 


Friday, Eaſter day, the Aſcenſion, and Whit- 


* Thus, for example, the Obſecrations, as they are call 
ed, in the litany, are left out: By thy holy incarnation, &c. 
although Dy. Clarke changes them to be an addreſs 1 God, 


and not to Chriſt, 4 
fun ay, 


7 
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funday ; ſtill kept up, as being memorials of the 


principal facts concerning our Saviour Chriſt, 


and the eſtabliſhment of his religion in the + 


world. The Saints days, as they are called, 
are fallen into almoſt univerſal neglect, and ſerve _ 
chiefly for civil purpoſes ; ſave that now and 
then they help to bring back a Proteſtant to the 
boſom of Popery, by their too near affinity to 
that mother of ſuperſtition and 1dolatries. They 
are therefore intirely left out. | 

The appointment of the litany to be read 
only on ſuch days as the Lord's Supper is 
adminiſtred, correſponds. with the order of 
the original Compilers of the liturgy. For 
our eccleſiaſtical hiſtory informs us, that the 
litany was deſigned to be a kind of prepara- 
tion to the Communion, and to be read a 
little before that office began. 

The morning ſervice, on the days that the 
Lord's Supper is adminiſtered, is ſomewhat 
ſhorter than at other times; and the intro- 
ductory part of the Communion Service is 
laid aſide as unneceſſary; by which the whole 
is much abridged. And it is hoped, that all 
that join in the former, will attend the latter. 
For it is in itſelf moſt unreaſonable, and, wholly 
unprecedented in the Apoſtles times, that any 
ſhould join in the devotions of the church and 
not join in receiving the Lord's ſupper, a part of 
thoſe devotions; but not more ſacred than 
the reſt, nor requiring any different religious 
diſpoſition of mind or preparation for it. 


: Dr. 
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De. Clarke made many alterations in the 
Baptiſmal office, which was much incum- 
bered with a continual reference to the ah. 
ſtruſe metaphyſical doctrines of election and 
original fin. But he does not appear to have 
ſullicientiy diſentangled it. A ſtrict adherence 
to holy ſcripture, and the ſimplicity of the 
inſtitution, has been aimed at in the addi- 

tional parts of this ſervice. 

The promiſcuous reading of the Pſalms 
having been long matter of complaint; the 
appointment of theſe, and of the leſſons, 

. :feems properly left to the diſcretion of the 
Miniſter. tics 01.5 
A collection of ſuch pſalms and hymns as 
may be fitteſt to be ſung by the congregation, 


ill be hereafter drawn up and printed. In 


the mean time, the Pſalms of Dr. Watts wil 


be made uſe of; whoſe devotional compoſi- 
tions were many years ago juſtly praiſed and 


- commended by the authors of _ Candid 
Diſquiſitions. , 
=, FINIS. 
Bit 6 
* + 


This Day is publiſhed, Price Three Shillings unbound, 
HE BOOK OF COMMON-PRAYESx 
REFORMED, upon the Plan of the late Dr. 
SAMUEL CLAREE : Together with the PSALTER ot 
PSALMS of DAVID for the Uſe of the CHAPEL in Effx- 
Street. Printed for J. JoHNns on, No, 72, St. Paul 
Church-yard, | 


— 


